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WHAT IS A BLENDED OIL?
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Several potential customers have recently asked me
the question: "ls this a blended ail?" to which | have
replied, "¥es, of coursel”

Hydraulic oils, gear ois, engine oils, metalvorking
oils are all blended oils. Mo one has figured out how
to dril a fully formulated15YW40 diesel engine oil or
an |50 32 hydraulic il from the ground, therefore the
oil industry has akways had the following 3 steps:

17 Drrilling
2] Refining
3 Blending

All lubricating oils go through these 3 steps.

The QKLY difference between a major and an inde-
pendent isthat a majar is invobeed in steps 1,2 and 3
whareas an independent only does step number 3.
The independent lubricant manufacturer purchases
base ail from a majar oil company which has alread y
been drilled and refined. That is why independents
are sometimes referred to as blenders, not because
of any difference in the manufactured product. This is
the CMLY defining difference between a major and
an independent.

MWlajor oil companies generally know better than to try

to make negative assertions regarding independent
lubricant manufacturers because they understand
what we are and what we do. This iz not abvays the
case with major oll company distributors. 1t has been
my recent experience that some distributors for the
majors have used the term "blender” as a deragatory
term. | give them the benefit of the doubt and assume
that this is not done out of malice, but out of igno-
rance. As digtributors they are not involved in the
manufacturing process and most likely do not have a
very good understanding of that process.

Statements such as, "They have blended oil and |
have a brand name ol," are not anly ignorant, but

very misleading. In fact independent lubricant manufactur-
ers have histarically had wery strong brand names and are
probably among the most committed to lmnovabon and prod-
uct superiarfly. These are issuesthat can often be relegated
to secondary importance by major oil companies that have
to please stockholders on a guarterly basis.

v er the years some leading independent lubricant compa-
nies you may have become familiar with are Castrol, Dy
dene, FPennzoil, Belray, Fiske (Lubriplate) and ““akaline.
blany of these independents have recently been purchased
by major oil companie s irterested in receiving the benefits of
the independert campany'stechnology and brand image.

In fact the majar oil companies are not anly buying inde-
penderts but they are buying each aother tool Hight now
there are only a handful of major ol companies left after the
massive consalidation the industry has gane through. Giants
such as ChevronTexaco, Exxonhobil, Shell and BP Amoco
are ghout al that are left of the many competing companies
which were available to consumers after the hreak up of the
atandard Qi Company almost 100 years ago.

Consumers should support independent lubricant manufac-

turers who currently provide competition and a healthy mar-
ketplace. They provide consumers with aptions in a market-
place that otherwise would have wery few,

FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL BO0-22WERER

DAVID WEBER 0IL COMPANY , 601 INDUSTRIAL ROAD, CARLSTADT, NEW JERSEY 07072



